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Re-membering Tradition:

AK Coomaraswamy and AK Saran, Exploring Universalism, Re-thinking Indian

Political Thought, Reflections: Philosophia Perennis in Contemporary Context ,
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‘Essays in

National Idealism’ 

‘Swaraj in Ideas’

‘Foundations

of Indian Culture’

(Renaissance)

(Enlightenment)

(Epistemology)

It is because nations are made by artists and by poets, not by traders

and politicians.



Our real problem in India is not political. It is social. In finding the

solution of our problem we shall have helped to solve the world problem

as well.

The temptation which is fatal for the strong is still more so for the

weak. And I do not welcome it in our Indian life even though if be sent by

the ord of the Immortals. Let our life be simple in its outer aspect and

rich in its inner gain. Let our civilization take its firm stand upon its basis

of social cooperation and not upon that of economic exploitation and

conflict.It is a sign of laziness and impotency to accept conditions imposed

upon us by others who have other ideals than ours. We should actively

try to adapt the world powers to guide our history to its own perfect end.

The hybridisation of ideas brought about by our education and the

impact of Western political, social and economic institutions on our daily

life is one of the most distressing features of our present situation.It does

not simply mean a confusion in the intellectual region. All vital ideas

involve ideals. They embody an entire theory and an insight into life.

Thought or reason may be universal, but ideas are carved out of it

differently by different cultures according to their respective genius. No

idea of one cultural language can exactly be translated in another cultural

language. Every culture has its distinctive ‘physiognomy' which is reflected

in each vital idea and ideal presented by the culture.





Foundations of Indian Culture



But politics and economics, although they cannot be ignored, are

the most external and the least part of our problem; it is not through them

that understanding and agreement can be reached, but on the contrary,

through understanding that the political and economic problems can be

solved.



(Philosophia perennis)
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‘Sincerity’



(order)



Democracy Liberalism 

, Right Sovereignty Freedom of

Choice Equality  Justice

Welfare State Law Tolerance 
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The Foundation of Indian Culture, 1959, pp. 331 – The Ramayana

embodied for the Indian imagination its highest and tenderest human

ideals of character.
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Bosanquet

Nietzsche

Pythagoras, Peirce, Whewell, Euler
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