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He who controls the past controls the future. He who controls
the present controls the past." George Orwell, 1984
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1 THESE are the researches of Herodotus of Halicarnassus, which he publishes, in

the hope of thereby preserving from decay the remembrance of what men have

done, and of preventing the great and wonderful actions of the Greeks and the

Barbarians from losing their due need of glory; and withal to put on record what

were their grounds of feuds. The History, by Herodotus: Tr. Rawlinson.

2 "That men do not learn very much from the lessons of history is the most important

of all the lessons that history has to teach." Aldous Huxley, Collected Essays.

3 "The most effective way to destroy people is to deny and obliterate their own

understanding of their history." Orwell.

4 "universal history goes from East to West. Europe is absolutely the end of universal

history. Asia is the beginning." Hegel, Samtliche Werke. J. Hoffmeister and F.

Meiner, eds. (Hamburg, 1955½, appendix 2, p. 243

5 "Because history is the configuration of the Spirit in the form of event, the people

which receives the Spirit as its natural principle…is the one that dominates in



that epoch of world history…Against the absolute right of that people who actually
are the carriers of the world Spirit, the spirit of other peoples has no other right."

6 "Because history is the configuration of the Spirit in the form of event, the people

which receives the Spirit as its natural principle…is the one that dominates in
that epoch of world history…Against the absolute right of that people who actually
are the carriers of the world Spirit, the spirit of other peoples has no other right."

7 The Germanic Spirit (germanische Geist) is the Spirit of the New World (neuen

Welt), whose end is the realization of the absolute truth, as the infinite self-

determination of liberty that has for its content its proper absolute form. The

principle of the German Empire ought to accommodate the Christian religion.

The destiny of the Germanic peoples is that of serving as the bearer of the Christian

principle."

8 "It is characteristic of the blacks that their consciousness has not yet even arrived

at the intuition of any objectivity, as for example, of God or the law, in which

humanity relates to the world and intuits its essence. ...He [the black person] is a

human being in the rough."
9 "The British, or rather the East India Company, are the masters of India because

it is the fatal destiny of Asian empires to subject themselves to the Europeans."

7  From Hegel's Einleitung in die Geschichte der Philosophie (J. Hoffmeister, ed.,

Hamburg: F. Meiner, 1962), op. cit. Roger-Pol Droit, L'Oubli de L'Inde, Une

Amnésie Philosophique, Presses Universitaires de France, 1989, p. 189.

10 Marx used an 1823 French translation of Mill's book (Elements of Political

Economy, London, 1821).. The Mill part of the Paris Notebooks is quite lengthy

– it starts on page 25 of the fourth notebook and continues into the fifth.
Following a lengthy selection of Mill excerpts, Marx suddenly "veered off" and

began developing a larger, tangential thought. After writing his thoughts out,

Marx returned to more Mill transcription. Soon, a second digression followed.

Upon its completion, Marx finished up his summarizing. (Marx used a translation

of Mill"s book, by J. T. Parisot, Paris, 1823.).
11 "The mean, the ignoble, the rude, the uncouth, the lowly, the base, the obscure,

the vile, the destitute, the wretched, the low-born, and the men of market-place,

can have no connection with History; nor can its pursuit be their profession. The

above mentioned classes can derive no profit at all from learning the science of

History; and it can be of no use to them in any time… The science of history is
the special preserve the nobles and the distinguished the great men and the sons

of Great men." (Barani, Tarikh-I Firuz Shahi, ed. Saiyid Ahmad Khan, Calcutta,

1862, p. 11 cited by Shireen Moosvi ‘Medieval Indo-Persian Historiogrphy", p.
61 in Different Types of History ed.











It is true that even across the Himalayan barrier India has sent to us

such questionable gifts as grammar and logic, philosophy and fables,

hypnotism and chess, and above all our numerals and our decimal system.

But these are not the essence of her spirit; they are trifles compared to

what we may learn from her in the future. As invention, industy and trade

bind the continents together, or they fling us into conflict with Asia, we

shall study its civilisation more closely and absorb, even in enlmity, some

of its ways and thoughts. Perhaps in return for conquest, arrogance, and

spoliation, India will teach us the tolerance and gentleness of the mature

mind, the quiet content of the unacquisite soul, the calm of the

understanding spirit and a unifying, pacifying love for all being. [The

Story of Civilisation : Our Oriental Heritage]

Indian religion is as wilful and unexpected in its variation as human

nature itself and that all generalizations about it are subject to execption.

If we say that it preaches asceticism and the subjection of the flesh, we



may be confronted with Vallabhacharya who inculcate Self indulgence;

if we say that it teachers re incarnation and successive lives, we may be

toed that the Lingayats do not hold that doctrine. And though we might

logically maintain that these sects are unorthodox, yet it does not appear

that Hindus excommunicate them. Still, it is just to say that the doctrines

mentioned are characteristic of Hinduism and are repudiated only by

eccentric sects.

(Hinduism & Budhhism : Charles Eliot)













(Society for Integrated Development of Himalaya, SIDH)



























'Absurd'

'Absurd' 'unreasonable, 'not sensible'1

Absurd Drama
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Oxford Advanced Learners-A.P. Cowie Dictionary,
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(Clerodendron

Phlomoides)

(Clerodendron Phlomoides Linn-Family- Verbnaceae)

(C. Phlomoides Linn)

(Premna Mucronata Roxb)

(Variety)



e k u r s g Sa½

Premna Mucronata Roxb,

Bark-Light-dark or reddish grey. Wood hard a good fuel, used for

lighting fires by friction. Vern:- Agniun (ag, fire). A small tree. Sub-

Himalayan tract and outer ranges extending north west as far as Chenab

and ascending to 3500ft.
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