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"I am the Infinite Energy which streams forth from the Eternal in the

world and the Eternal in yourselves. I am the Mother of the Universe, the

Mother of the worlds, and for you who are children of the Sacred Land,

Aryabhumi, made of her clay and reared by her sun and winds, I am

Bhawani Bharati, Mother of India."

"For what is a nation? What is our mother-country? It is not a piece

of earth, nor a figure of speech, nor a fiction of the mind. It is a mighty

Shakti, composed of the Shaktis of all the millions of units that make up

the nation just as Bhawani Mahisha Mardini sprang into being from the

Shakti of all the millions of gods assembled in one mass of force and

welded into unity."

"What is Nationalism? Nationalism is not a mere political

programme; nationalism is a religion that has come from God; Nationalism

is a creed which you shall have to live...If you are going to be nationalist,

if you are going to assent to this religion of nationalism, you must do it in

the religions spirit. You must remember that you are the instruments of

God."



because among all the divisions of mankind it is to India that is reserved

the highest and the most splendid destiny, the most essential to the future

of the human race. It is she who must send forth from hereself the future

religion of the entire world, the Eternal religion which is to harmonize all

religions, science and philosophies and make mankind one soul.’’

‘‘She

(India) does not rise as other countries do, for self or when she is strong,

to trample on the weak. She is rising to shed the eternal light entrusted to

her over the world. India has laways existed for humanity and not for

herself and it is for humanity and not for herself that she must be great.’’

—‘‘But the function of India is to supply the world with a perennial

source of light and renovation. Whenever the first play of energy is

exhausted and earth grows old and weary, full of materialism, racked

with problems she can not solve, the function of India is to restore the

youth of mankind and assure it of immortality.’’

—‘‘Swaraj is not the colonial form of government nor any form of

government. It means that fulfilment of our national life...our object, our

claim is that we shall not perish as a nation, but live as a nation.’’

Political freedom is the life-breath of a nation; to attempt social

reform, educational reform, industrial expansion, the moral improvement

of the race without aiming first and foremost at political freedom, is the

very height of ignorance and futility.’’

"Such a time has now arrived for our Motherland when nothing

is dearer than her service, when everything else is to be directed to that

end. If you will study, study for her sake. You will go abroad to foreign

lands that you may bring back knowledge with which you may do service

to her. Work that she may prosper. Suffer that she may rejoice.

All is contained in that one single advice."

"Nationalism depends for its success on the awakening and

organising of the whole strength of the nation; it is therefore vitally

important for Nationalism that the politically backward classes should

be awakened and brought into the current of political life; the great mass

of orthodox Hinduism which was hardly even touched by the old Congress

movement, the great slumbering mass of Islam which has remained

politically inert throughtout the last century, the shopkeepers, the artisan

class, the immense body of illiterate and ignorant peasantry, the submerged

classes, even the wild tribes and races still outside the pale of Hindu

civilisation, Nationlaism can afford to neglect and omit none."

"India must be Reborn, because her Rebirth is demanded by the

future of the world : India can not perish, our race can not become extinct,



principle of passive resistance, therefore, which the new school have

placed in the forefront of their programme, is to make administration

under present conditions impossible by an organised refusal to do anything

which shall help either British commerce in the exploitation of the country

or British officialdom in the administration of it unless and until the

conditions are changed in the manner and to the extent demanded by the

people. This attitude is summed up in one word boycott.’’

‘‘If you were asked to sum up, just in one sentence, your

vision of India, what would be your answer?’’ 

—‘‘India’s true destiny is to be the Guru of the World.’’

—‘‘We preach the gospel

of unqualified Swaraj. There are some who fear to use the word ‘freedom’

but I have always used the word because it has been the Mantra of my life

to aspire towards the freedom of my country.’’

—‘‘The first
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